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Message from KUHN, AGRI Sponsor 
 

Hello Everyone 

 

Autumn is in full swing and we have yet another busy month ahead.  

We exhibited at UK Dairy Day at the Telford International Centre and  

Tillage Live in Lincolnshire during September and it was great to see 

some familiar Young Farmer faces there! 

  

We look forward to seeing you again on 21 October for the AGRI steering 

group meeting.  

 

 

Kind regards, Siân Pritchard  

KUHN FARM MACHINERY  

 

AGRI sponsored by: 

In this issue 
• KUHN Farm Machinery 

• Chair’s welcome 

• Diary Dates 

• CEJA Update 

• #NYFW Supporters 

• Land Partnerships Service and 

Venture 

•  AGRI opportunities 

• Smart Farming Guide 

• Farm Safety 
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DIARY DATES 

 

 

  

Hello Everyone 

 

Now that the new Young Farmers’ year is well 

underway, there are lots of AGRI events and 

topics to look forward to and share.   

 

National Young Farmers’ Week highlighted the 

many benefits that YFC gives to members and 

all the useful resources to support the smooth-

running of clubs and counties, recruiting and 

retaining members. The range of training 

opportunities and courses were highlighted as 

well as the numerous YFC affinity deals. 

 

Leaving the European Union means that new 

agriculture and environment policies for the UK 

must be put in place. We now have a once in a 

generation opportunity to transform our food 

and farming policies and improve our 

environment. It’s vital we are all part of this 

process. NFYFC is helping to organise a series 

of events around the country during November 

to gather the views of YFC members and 

feedback to Defra on what you think the future 

of farming should look like, and what you want 

to see in new agricultural and environmental 

policies.  Check out the NFYFC website or 

Facebook page to see all up-to-date 

information and make sure you come along to 

have your say. 

 

Future Wildlife, Future Farming is another event 

where YFC members can chew the fat and 

walk the walk with farmers, industry leaders 

and conservationists at the Game and Wildlife 

Conservation Trust’s Allerton Project.  Sign up 

to reserve your free place and to see further 

details. 

 

Finally, don’t forget to let us know your ‘Meat for 

the Market’ training requirements. AHDB is 

offering beef or sheep live to dead and beef or 

sheep on-farm selection training.  AHDB will 

provide an abattoir venue and you can choose 

a farm that suits your club or county 

requirements. 

 
Harriet Wilson 

AGRI Chairman 

 

 

 

October 

21 - AGRI steering group meeting at NFYFC 

Council, Coventry. 

 

27 - deadline for submission of YFC county 

nominations to NFU regional contacts for the 

2018 NFU Conference.  

 

November 

 

1 - HOPS Annual Conference, Best Western 

Windmill Village Hotel, Birmingham Road, 

Coventry. (HOPS2017)  

 

2 - Farmers Weekly Ag Careers Live, Telford 

Centre, Shropshire. 

 

4 - Future Wildlife, Future Farming - farm walk, 

discussion with industry experts and lunch at 

GWCT’s Allerton Project, Leicestershire. 

 

14 - Walk the Wool Chain, British Wool Marketing 

Board, Bradford. 

 

10-12 - ‘Equipped’ - Chairmen’s Weekend, 

Condover Hall Activity Centre, Shropshire. 

 

16 - ADA - representing drainage, water level and 

flood risk management authorities. Conference, 

London. 

 

YFC talks to Defra - Discussion Events 

November 

 
15 - South West - 7.30-9.30pm Devon Rural 

Hub, Cheriton Bishop, Exeter, EX6 6JH 

19 - West Midlands - 11.45am-1.45pm YFC 

Centre, Staffordshire Showground, ST18 0BD 

(during English Winter Fair) 

22 - Eastern - 7.00pm-9.30 pm Essex YFC 

Centre, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 3LQ  

22 - East Midlands - from 5.30pm – Lady 

Eastwood Building, The Showground, Winthorpe, 

Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 2NY 

25 - South East - 1.30-3.30pm, ibis Styles 

Reading Centre, 4-8 Duke Street, Reading, RG1 

4RY 

28 - Northern - 6:30pm-9:30pm Calder Room, 

Harrogate Pavilions, Great Yorkshire 

Showground, Harrogate HG2 8NZ  

TBC - North West - TBC 

TBC - Wales - TBC 

  

  

 

 

http://nfyfc.org.uk/Abouttheweek/nyfw17
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Abouttheweek/nyfwpromotion
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Training/developmentandtraining
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Courses/courses
http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/Specialoffersanddiscounts/memberoffers
http://nfyfc.org.uk/agri-discussiongroups
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-wildlife-future-farming-registration-35257339652
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-wildlife-future-farming-registration-35257339652
http://nfyfc.org.uk/meatformarkettraining
http://nfyfc.org.uk/meatformarkettraining
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hops-annual-growers-conference-2017-tickets-36275221163
https://www.fwi.co.uk/ms/events/ag-careers-live/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-wildlife-future-farming-registration-35257339652
http://nfyfc.org.uk/woolchain
http://www.ada.org.uk/events/annual-conference/
http://www.ada.org.uk/events/annual-conference/
http://www.ada.org.uk/events/annual-conference/
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Discussiongroups/agri-discussiongroups


CEJA Update 
European Council of Young Farmers 

Are you a future rural entrepreneur? 
 

If you are a budding rural entrepreneur, this might just be the event for you. 

CEJA is an active partner in the Creating Entrepreneurs in Food project 

which aims to boost entrepreneurship in rural communities.  

You can sign up for the Creating Entrepreneurs in Food Roadshow, a free 

event  on 2 November at the University of Bedfordshire. 

 

Earlier this year CEJA President Jannes Maes delivered a speech at the 

informal meeting of EU ministers for agriculture and fisheries in Tallinn, 

Estonia. He said that young farmers already established in business and new 

entrants to the sector are exposed not only to local risks associated with 

agriculture, but also global risks linked to supply and demand. 

 

He added that managing risks required innovative solutions. Access to 

reliable, high-quality information on market situations and tools were essential 

to the future of farming. 

 

Donõt forget, you can keep up-to-date with CEJA and European news by 

subscribing to the CEJA newsletter. 

 

#AGRI News 

 

CEJA Working Group 
 

European young farmers  reconvened 

after harvest to consider the EU 

consultation on a fairer food supply 

chain.  The September working group 

meeting was held in Brussels, and the 

second day of the meeting was hosted 

by Dutch MEP Jan Huitema in 

Brussels Parliament with Agriculture 

Commissioner Phil Hogan. 

 

NFYFC and NFU Next Generation 

CEJA reps James Evans and Richard 

Bower  reported that the UK provided 

53 responses to an EU-wide survey, 

which highlighted the barriers for 

young farmers. The survey also 

revealed that European young farmers 

are environmentally conscious and 

want to be recognised by society for 

their work sustaining local 

communities. 

 

Richard and James also contributed to 

formulating a CEJA paper on Unfair 

Trading Practices (UTP). 

 

 
 

 

Work safe ʃ Stay safe ʃ Go home safe 
 

Do you know where the overhead electricity power lines and underground electricity cables are? 

• Have UK Power Networks been contacted for copies of plans & has this information been highlighted on the farm map? 

• . 

 

Meat for the Market Training 
 
 
AHDB is offering free training across three regions, North, Midlands and the South, during October - 
November 2017 and January - February 2018.  Wǳǎǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 
touch to finalise the details. 
  
In a nutshell, you can request: 
 
1 Live to Dead Training - 9.00am-1.00pm for a maximum of nine YFC members. AHDB will source an 
abattoir in your region.  You just need to specify date, beef or sheep,  your region and contact details. 
                                   
2              On-farm selection training for a maximum of 20-40 YFC members.  Propose a suitable farm of your 
choice and AHDB will provide a trainer and presentation. You just need to specify date, beef or sheep, your 
region and contact details. 
  
  

Interested? Register your interest online! 
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creating-entrepreneurs-in-food-roadshow-tickets-35966941089
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creating-entrepreneurs-in-food-roadshow-tickets-35966941089
https://form.jotformeu.com/70674117433353
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqLGjjtEK-Wt8ZVhipXRZnlTR3uXTfrU_f1qHc8ezTSaRffw/viewform


MAKING  OUR  MARK 
Fresh Start Matching Service and Venture  

#AGRI News 
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Are you looking for a 

business opportunity? 
 

NFYFC undertook two Defra-funded research 

projects to help establish the current Fresh 

Start Land Enterprise (FSLE) matching 

service pilot - Land Partnerships Service. The 

pilot service was launched in June 2016 and 

has been gathering momentum!  We’re going 

to keep advertising this service to help all 

those who are looking for a business 

opportunity, or those who have an 

opportunity to offer.  Don’t forget to register 

your interest.  

 

The Land Partnerships Service for England has 

the invaluable support of many industry partners, 

a national advisory group which includes YFC 

representation, and funders - The Prince’s 

Countryside Fund and The Frank Parkinson 

Agricultural Trust. 

 

The bespoke service was developed to draw 

together entrepreneurs looking for innovative 

ways of working with land owners, business 

owners or land agents with an opportunity or  

land to offer.  

 

With some interested parties now reaching the 

introduction stage or going further in developing 

their business partnerships, the service is  

proving a success. 

 

To see the different levels of service available 

and to register for free, go to the registration 

details page. 

 

Q & As 

Q Who is Land Partnerships Service for? 

A Land and business entrepreneurs looking to 

start or expand a business, landowners (small to 

large areas of land), land agents, 

farmers/business owners who may have the 

opportunities and land to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q What is different about the types of 

opportunities being offered here in comparison to 

other routes? 

A This service aims to bring together interested 

parties who are looking to work together, all be it 

through established business models. There is an 

emphasis on: helping a new business get started; 

providing an entrance point and/or step into an 

existing business, with an ultimate aim of helping 

progression. It can be extremely useful to those 

considering joint ventures and even of use within 

succession scenarios. 

 

You can find  information on business models 

and further details from the general land 

partnerships information page. 

 

Q How do I get involved and find out more? 

A If you just want to be updated with general 

information on the service, go to the contact us 

page and complete the form and tick the 

‘matching’ box. You will then be sent information 

of the service by email. 

 

If you would like to register to use the service 

please visit the registration page.  

 

Business Wales – Farming 

Connect Venture 

Programme 
An established programme offering: 

information on joint venture options; training; 

mentoring; business support and specialist 

legal advice tailored to your personal and 

business requirements. 

 

This is matched with a list of potential joint 

venture partners through a database of 

newcomers wanting a route into farming or 

forestry and established landowners considering 

leaving or scaling down. 

See what the Farming Connect Venture 

programme can offer. 

 

 

http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/matching-opportunities/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/matching-opportunities/registration-details-of-service/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/matching-opportunities/registration-details-of-service/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/matching-opportunities/registration-details-of-service/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/about/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/contact-us/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/contact-us/
http://freshstartlandenterprise.org.uk/matching-opportunities/registration-details-of-service/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/venture
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/venture


What did our supporters say during #NYFW? 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YFC Update 

AGRI   
 
The AGRI policy position paper (considerations 

for a future agricultural policy) is at final draft 

stage and timely for the forthcoming regional 

‘YFC talks to Defra’ regional discussion groups.  

This paper comprises feedback from various 

AGRI events and incorporates former and 

current AGRI research. Points from the AGRI 

manifesto, outcomes from CEJA membership 

and the land opportunity service pilot project 

have all been highlighted. 

 

We are proud of the relationship YFC enjoys 

with the NFU which offers so many 

opportunities for our members.  It’s that time of 

year again for putting forward worthy county 

representatives to attend next year’s NFU 

Conference at the International Convention 

Centre (ICC) in Birmingham.  As many as 39 

YFC members are given an all expenses paid 

package to hear the latest policy and industry 

news and the NFU’s sector-specific work. 

 

We’re also putting forward potential Oxford 

Farming Conference scholar candidates for 

consideration by the Worshipful Company of 

Farmers.  Every year, many YFC members 

across England and Wales take up the 

opportunity offered through the scholars’ 

programme at the conference. 

 

They join around 450 delegates who include 

farmers, food chain representatives, policy 

makers, academics, scientists and journalists. 

Scholars attend the whole conference including 

a valuable session sponsored by McDonald's to 

help make the most of the opportunity offered. 

Scholars learn, meet inspiring and influential 

people and have an opportunity to have their 

say in conference question times and the 

famous Oxford Union Debate. 
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Lynsey Martin, former 

scholar: “The 

conference and 

scholarship will 

challenge you and your 

perceptions of the 

industry. You will learn 

such a lot, not only about 

the industry, but about 

yourself and have the 

opportunity to spend 

time with some of the 

most influential people in 

the industry and talk to 

some amazing experts in 

their field.ò  

Meurig Raymond, NFU President: “Not only do YFCs offer a fun social life for rural young people, 

but they also nurture many of our next generation of farmers, offering a place to learn new skills and 

develop the confidence to succeed.” 

 

Farming Minister George Eustice: “As a former member of Praze Young Farmers’ Club in Cornwall, 

I am delighted to support National Young Farmers’ week. The Young Farmers’ movement is where I 

learned public speaking, debating, stock judging and may other skills that I have used through my 

career both in farming and in politics. As we leave the EU and design new policy for the future, we 

want to ensure that we create opportunities for today’s young farmers and I look forward to engaging 

with members on what policies would work for them.” 

 

Siân Pritchard, Managing Director of Kuhn Farm Machinery: “We’re massive supporters of YFCs 

because of the work they do to nurture our future farmers and industry professionals.  We love 

working with NFYFC’s AGRI steering group and supporting their projects to improve members’ skills.” 

 

 

http://www.theicc.co.uk/locationtravel
http://www.theicc.co.uk/locationtravel
https://www.ofc.org.uk/scholarships
https://www.ofc.org.uk/scholarships


YFC Smart 

Farming Guide 
 

 

 

.    
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Future Wildlife, Future Farming 

 
hƴ п bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀƴŘ-in-
hand.  As well as an overview of the work of the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT) and the Allerton Project, 
you can see the effects of different farming methods on wildlife and the environment during a farm visit.  
  
We have brought together a range of experts including  Quentin Clark, LEAF's director of business collaboration, 
National Pig Association (NPA) advisor Ed Barker, GWCT's head of education and development for the Allerton Project 
Jim Egan and young farmers David Goodwin and Emily Norton. The afternoon workshop and discussion will be chaired 
by land agent and rural commentator Rob Yorke.   
  
You are invited to listen, learn, challenge speakers and voice your concerns and opinions. See research put into 
farming practice and enjoy a lively exchange of ideas amongst young conservationists and members of YFCs.  This is 
your day to help shape your future wildlife and future farming.  Just sign up to reserve your place! 
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Launched in September during National Young 

Farmers’ Week, the YFC Smart Farming Guide 

is a new free business guide offering essential 

advice on how to get a farming business started. 

 

The collaborative project between NFYFC and 

Savills has produced an online resource for all 

YFCs to use.  It was created in response to 

demand from young farmers who wanted more 

support for starting successful farming business 

ventures. 

 

 

As the industry faces huge changes post-

Brexit, the Smart Farming Guide, supported 

by Defra, offers a one-stop shop for 

practical advice on starting, funding, 

protecting and growing a robust agri 

business. This mobile-friendly, online guide 

will be continually updated with information 

during a time of unprecedented change. 

 

The guide also helps members of Young 

Farmers’ Clubs (YFCs) to plan and deliver 

business development competitions as part 

of their programme of activities for 

developing YFC members’ skills. 

 

Highlights of the Smart Farming Guide 

www.yfcsmartfarming.org.uk include: 

 

• Case studies from successful farming 

entrepreneurs such as Chris Wildman from 

the Town End Farm Shop and Guy Watson 

from Riverford Organics. 

• Advice on the types of finance available. 

• Risk analysis and business protection 

advice. 

• A resources section with links to wider 

business support. 

    

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-wildlife-future-farming-registration-35257339652
https://www.gwct.org.uk/
https://www.gwct.org.uk/allerton/
https://www.gwct.org.uk/allerton/
https://www.gwct.org.uk/allerton/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-wildlife-future-farming-registration-35257339652
http://www.yfcsmartfarming.org.uk/


AGRI Contacts Chairman: Harriet Wilson 

harrietwilson1@live.co.uk 
 

Vice Chairman: James Hutchinson 

jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Ex-officio: Sam Dilcock 

samdilcock@sdfarming.co.uk 

 

Area Representatives: 

East Midlands  

Tom Wells 

Tom.wells@coskillsfarm.co.uk  

Kate Wainwright 

Kate_wainwright@hotmail.com 

 

Eastern  

Elizabeth Duchesne 

Beth_duchesne@hotmail.co.uk 

Gerald Norman 

stalbansyoungfarmers@mail.com 

  

Northern 

Cameron Shell 

camboshell@hotmail.com 

Richard Carruthers 

rickyc93@hotmail.com 

South East 

Adam Churchman 

Adam.churchman@stfc.ac.uk 

Ben Robinson 

Ben.robinson@kingsfarm.co.uk 

 

South West  

Claire Bellew 

Claire_bellew@hotmail.com 

James Hutchinson 

jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Wales 

Dafydd Jones 

dtjonescaer@hotmail.co.uk 

Caryl Hughes 

carylhughes26@hotmail.co.uk  

 

West Midlands 

Harriet Wilson  

harrietwilson1@live.co.uk 

David Goodwin 

david@costowfarms.co.uk 

 

Fresh Start Land Enterprise Reps 

Russell Carrington   

Russell.carrington@hotmail.co.uk  

Caroline Trude 

Caroline_trude@hotmail.co.uk  

 

NFU Next Generation  Forum Rep 

Richard Bower 

richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk 

 

Co-Options to AGRI Steering Group 

Richard Bower 

richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk 

Charlotte Middlebrook  

charlottemiddlebrook@yahoo.co.uk 

James Evans 

jamesevans1@hotmail.co.uk 

 

NFYFC Agriculture and Rural 

Issues 

Sarah Palmer 

sarah.palmer@nfyfc.org.uk 

02476 857213 

  

If you would like to raise any AGRI matters with the steering group or would like further 

information, please contact your Area reps or NFYFC 

  Farm Safety Partnership 
HSE Senior Inspector of the UK  

Rick Brunt gave his seal of approval 

for Devon FYFCôs óGrowing Safer 

Farmersô campaignôs progress when 

he visited the South West this 

summer. 

 

The campaign launch earlier this year 

was supported by HRH the Countess 

of Wessex and had further royal 

support when HRH The Prince of 

Wales opened the Devon Rural Hub.  

 

Since the launch of the campaign in 

May, local dealerships and agricultural 

engineers have noticed an increase in 

purchase, repair and replacement of 

PTO shafts with numbers currently 

reaching 269. 

 

Chair of NFYFC Council Ed Ford 

has championed farm safety tirelessly 

and visited Devon to discuss rolling 

out the new campaign in his home 

county of Essex.  

 

Ed said that it was interesting to 

discuss the different farming dynamics 

between the two counties, but that the 

safety message is uniform. Heôs 

delighted to support the roll-out of the 

óGrowing Safer Farmersô campaign 

across England and Wales. 

mailto:harrietwilson1@live.co.uk
mailto:jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:samdilcock@sdfarming.co.uk
mailto:Tom.wells@coskillsfarm.co.uk
mailto:Kate_wainwright@hotmail.com
mailto:Beth_duchesne@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:stalbansyoungfarmers@mail.com
mailto:rickyc93@hotmail.com
mailto:Adam.churchman@stfc.ac.uk
mailto:Ben.robinson@kingsfarm.co.uk
mailto:Claire_bellew@hotmail.com
mailto:jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:dtjonescaer@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:carylhughes26@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:harrietwilson1@live.co.uk
mailto:david@costowfarms.co.uk
mailto:Russell.carrington@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Caroline_trude@hotmail.co.uk
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mailto:jamesevans1@hotmail.co.uk

