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Local Enterprise Partnerships
Understanding local and regional sources of funding is key if you’re expanding a business, starting up a business or want to input to a system that helps local and regional growth. So how does the Local Enterprise Partnership system work, what are Growth Hubs, what’s on offer and why?  You could find out opportunities to make your business needs known, access funding, advice and support.
Gloucestershire FYFC took up a business opportunity and exhibited their wares earlier this year highlighting YFC and other local food suppliers in the Food and Farming zone of the county’s Business Show.  Katie Hall chaired a debate, ‘Young People and New Technologies’, to help highlight the innovation and diversity of YFC members and celebrate the opportunities ahead for young people working in rural Gloucestershire. 
[image: ]
Katie said: “What a great way to showcase the talent and enthusiasm amongst our YFC membership! We had a great panel of speakers that showed everyone just what’s possible for future business ideas. Dairy famer’s daughter Lilly McNab talked about her cheese business - a diversification project on the family farm  - specialising in a Single Gloucester cheese sourced from the family’s Gloucestershire herd.”
 Sheep famer’s daughter and Gloucestershire county farm tenant Becca Mann explained how she developed her pedigree flock of Blue Texels as well as a catering business and on-farm meeting rooms. 
 James Wilson, a trained engineer who returned to his family arable farm to help develop an advanced technological arable unit, gave all the would-be techies an overview of what happens within an arable enterprise and the exciting business opportunities for precision farming.
 “Taking part in the Business Show was a great opportunity for Gloucestershire FYFC. The experience was enlightening for both our YFC members and visitors alike.  I’d recommend getting out there to different venues and shows to help spread important messages and meet new contacts.  
“YFC members often take up interesting careers in allied industries, but bring back their skills to apply on-farm, helping with progression and diversification of farm businesses.  They’re great advocates for the career opportunities in the food and farming industries and we were all delighted to tell our business stories to a very different but very interested audience!”


 What are Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs)?
There are 39 Local Enterprise Partnerships across England. They are local business-led partnerships between local authorities and businesses and play a central role in determining local economic priorities and undertaking activities to drive economic growth and the creation of local jobs.
The LEP Network doesn’t manage a business support grant programme. There are a number of programmes that are managed and delivered by each local LEP. Each LEP is different and you can find your local LEP’s site from the LEP Network website to see how they can help you.
Each of the 39 LEP websites has information about what they are doing locally and you can find examples from the network site.  A recent example of a LEP offering funding for rural businesses is Thames Valley Berkshire LEP. Rural businesses across Berkshire can access £720,000 of funding that’s available the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) to grow companies and create jobs in rural communities. 
The LEP Network is a gateway to news and information that enables Local Enterprise Partnerships to come together on areas of shared importance, engage with Government, and share knowledge and good practice. It also helps communicate what LEPs are trying to do and how to engage further with a relevant LEP. The LEP Network also helps when LEPs want to come together around shared areas of: a collective response to the Chancellor’s budget announcement; improving entrepreneurial skills in education; championing faster and universal broadband coverage and sharing learning across LEP staff.
The network deals with general enquiries and referring people on to the relevant place, particularly for those not familiar with LEPs and don’t know where to start.
Every LEP has a direct relationship with Government which the Network helps to strengthen, by sharing information, dealing with general enquiries and showcasing local excellence in project delivery.
Growth Hubs are local public/private sector partnerships led by the Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs). They join up national and local business support so it’s easy for businesses to find the help they need. There is a network of 38 hubs. You can find the growth hub nearest to you by accessing the site and using the map to take you to the relevant growth hub website.
Both the www.gov.uk website and the Business Support Helpline also offer advice about starting up a business and can direct you to further support. Businesses can call 0300 456 3565 to speak to a business support advisor (9.00am - 6.00pm Monday to Friday).  
The Growth Hub in Gloucestershire is a partnership between GFirst LEP and the University of Gloucestershire and   can help all businesses in Gloucestershire, regardless of sector or size. It offers a more in-depth service for businesses with high growth potential who are considering innovating new products and services, recruiting new staff, upskilling or exporting. The team can help develop and refine a business strategy, help you to become more competitive, grow your people and skills, access finance, innovate, improve efficiency and identify new markets. 
NFYFC was part of a meeting held last September by the GFirst LEP Land Based Business Group to support the Growth Hub’s work where is was noted that Young Farmers engagement was needed and that it would be good to have more opportunity to bring them into the LEP .  Approximately 50 people attended, including farmers, landowners, rural micro-businesses and SMEs all based in Gloucestershire. Sectors represented included food and drink, tourism and leisure, education and training, small scale manufacturing and a range of services. Katie Hall took up the challenge by exhibiting and showcasing young rural entrepreneurs at the Gloucestershire Business Show.
[image: ]
Delegates were asked what the main challenges and needs were for land based or rural businesses in Gloucestershire and how the LEP Land Based Business Group and Growth Hub could help to address these.
(The next phase for the Growth Hub is supported by £10 million of capital investment.  £5 million will be spent on the expansion of the Growth Hub at Oxstalls which will include the co-location of the University of Gloucestershire Business School, and the further £5 million will be used to roll out a network of Growth Hub sites across the county. 
The network will enable businesses to access enhanced Growth Hub services from a range of locations across the county. The support will give businesses in Gloucestershire comprehensive, coordinated and simplified access to the business support most appropriate to their needs no matter where, how or by whom it is provided.  Partners confirmed to work alongside the existing Growth Hub at the University of Gloucestershire include Tewkesbury Borough Council and Royal Agricultural University.)
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