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Message from KUHN, AGRI Sponsor
Hello Everyone
It’s nearly time for Annual Convention! We look
forward to seeing you on Friday at registration to
collect your free KUHN T-shirt and hope you are
ready to ‘Make your mark’ at the AGRI Forum on
Saturday morning. See you in Torquay!
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Kind regards, Siân Pritchard
Winter
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KUHN
FARM MACHINERY
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Welcome
As the Annual Convention approaches, the AGRI
steering group is gearing up for its biggest event
of the year. This year’s AGRI Forum takes place
on Saturday, 22 April, in the Riviera Centre with
our theme of ‘Making Our Mark!’. We have a
fantastic line up of speakers and a great additional
discussion on future opportunities for young
people post-Brexit. The forum is open from 11am
and there are free bacon butties on offer - how
could anyone turn that down?

DIARY DATES
Saturday, 22 APRIL
AGRI Forum
Riviera Centre, Torquay
Doors open at 11.00 am for 11.30 am start

We are making our own mark in a number of
ways. In March we held our first AGRI links day at
KUHN, Telford. It was a great opportunity to share
ideas on how we set the future direction of the
steering group.
My key take-outs from the day were firstly our
approach. Our focus needs to be driven by
members and ensure that there is a social
element to our activities. Secondly, we need to
break down the barriers of being involved in AGRI.
We will aim to simplify the key messages
surrounding Brexit and clarify that members do not
need to have a specific role to be able to get
involved. And finally, communication is key. We
discussed the use of simpler messages and
making information more accessible.
This was a great lead into the second part of the
morning featuring the future launch of the
NFYFC/Savills Smart Farming Guide. Read more
here.
I also attended a Defra roundtable discussion on
research and innovation last month. It is fantastic
that NFYFC is invited along with other farming
organisations to represent the next generation
within the industry.
To build on this, we hope to
work with YFC counties
and areas to give feedback
on Defra’s Priorities, and to
help YFCs host their own
discussion groups - so
watch this space!
Look forward to seeing
you all on Saturday 22nd!
Harriet Wilson
AGRI Chairman
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AGRI has just the pick-you up need after a hard
night’s partying at Annual Convention. Enjoy a
late breakfast, industry exhibits and marketing
advice from top AGRI speakers at this year’s
AGRI Forum. Listen to great marketing tips that
could help you make your mark this year.
We’re also continuing our considerations for a
future British agricultural policy with NFU vice
president Guy Smith ahead of regional
discussions this summer.

Cereals 2017
Discount for YFC members

Cereals 2017 is a hotspot for arable innovation.
Visitors can expect everything from advice on
how to boost returns with specialist crops,
working demonstrations of cultivation
equipment, to the latest cutting edge technology
in Syngenta’s Sprays and Sprayers Area and
the Drone Zone.
This year the event is introducing Knowledge
Trails, making it easier to pinpoint exhibitors
covering hot topics like blackgrass, oilseed rape
and precision farming.
Tickets for this year’s Cereals Event (14-15
June) will be on sale from Monday 3 April and
YFC members can save up to 50% on the ticket
price by booking in advance.
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CEJA Update

CEJA working groups
The March CEJA working group
meeting featured the latest
adopted Direct Payments position
paper and a presentation showing
the group’s thinking on the next
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
April’s CEJA working group
meeting took place 10-11 April at
the European Economic and Social
Committee and Copa-Cogeca,
Brussels. Your AGRI and CEJA reps
are listening and sharing your
concerns and ideas with policymakers and fellow European young
farmers.

Look out for the latest CEJA
information on the NFYFC AGRI
news page.

European Council of Young Farmers
CEJA launches survey on building a sustainable sector
CEJA launched an online survey at the end of March - ‘European
Young Farmers: Building a sustainable sector’.
The survey - available in 7 official languages - is open to all young
farmers across Europe and aims to understand the needs of young
farmers to implement a more sustainable agricultural sector for the
future.
Speaking at the launch, CEJA President Alan Jagoe stressed that
“without the input of young farmers in their future, I don’t see how
policymakers can make the informed decisions we need to see at the
European stage.”
Don’t forget to visit the AGRI steering group webpage to find out who
your office holders, CEJA and industry reps are. Keep in touch with
feedback from the YFC members you represent, ideas and
suggestions.

RURAL NEWS
• Experts have called for a more holistic approach to rural policy as the UK prepares to
leave the European Union.
• Researchers from the Centre for Rural Economy said the government should take a broad
approach to rural policy. They said ministers and civil servants should "look beyond
agriculture" and consider the interconnections and opportunities for economic growth in the
post-Brexit countryside.
• Study findings by the British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) were published in March and
show that firms in rural areas are at least twice as likely to have unreliable connections
(30%) as those in towns (15%), inner cities (13%), and suburban areas (12%).
• Rural Services Network has warned that rural schools will lose out because of an unfair

Work
– Stay
– Goinconsistencies
home safe in funding for individual schools with
fundingsafe
formula.
RSNsafe
considers

similar
characteristics
across
thepower
country
areunderground
too great.electricity cables are?
Do
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where the overhead
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lines and
• Have UK Power Networks been contacted for copies of plans & has this information been highlighted on the farm map?
communities should be fully consulted when it comes to local bus services, and their
• • Rural
.
needs should be a key consideration in any franchise or enhanced partnership agreement.
This is prompted by the Buses Bill, set for royal assent in May and widely heralded as an
opportunity to improve bus services for the benefit of all passengers.

Page 2

#AGRI News

MAKING OUR MARK
Spreading the food and farming message
AGRI rep Charlotte Middlebrook was featured in the latest edition of
Ten26 demonstrating her work sharing the food and farming
message with primary school children. Pictured below, Charlotte
demonstrates her outdoor classroom and some useful props!
She’s also a great collaborator and by working with the NFU and
Farming and Countryside Education (FACE) extended her reach and
media coverage.
Whilst it helps that Charlotte is a primary school teacher, everyone
can play their part in spreading positive food and farming messages
as well as highlighting the great career opportunities available in
these two industries. If you would like to plan future work or visits
with your YFC, take a leaf out of Charlotte’s book.
Need some help?
FACE (Farming and Countryside Education) has worked with
NFYFC to provide a special pack for YFCs with all the information
you need to go into schools and create a buzz about farming! Find
out more here.
Ensure your voice is heard and help shape the future of agriculture
with this handy "How To Make A Difference" Guide. Use the guide,
produced in association with the NFU, to help plan club, county or
national campaigns and events.
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YFC Update
South West Area
Is farming now more than just agriculture?
AGRI representative and Devon FYFC Chair
Claire Bellew has started what promises to be a
year of serious YFC discussion. South West
YFC members were out in force to contribute to
the YFC debate, 'Agriculture - Life in the Public
Eye‘’, in March with a prestigious panel of
speakers including the farming minister George
Eustice MP.

discussion with an AGRI debate at the
Devon County Show on Friday, 19 May, posing
the question, 'Is farming now more than just
agriculture?’ Devon FYFC will stimulate debate
on whether farms now need to diversify or
specialise in order to survive.
Don’t forget to highlight your forthcoming agridiscussion groups and debates. The more we
share these outcomes, the more conclusive
and joined-up is the message fed back for
future policy decisions.

The debate concluded how positive it is that the
NFU Next Generation Forum and YFCs are
working together to promote farming for the
next generation. George Eustice backed this by
saying that young farmers today have a voice
that should be heard in Government regarding
Brexit negotiations.
Claire

continues

the

food

and

farming

Future discussion groups
With Article 50 now officially triggered, we start the ‘engagement’ process with Defra to help determine content of a
future British Agricultural policy.
Defra is both encouraging and supporting YFC regional discussion groups over the coming months to ensure that your
voices are not just heard but recorded and acted upon.
Keep an eye out for news on regional discussion groups on the NFYFC AGRI news page and NFYFC’s social media
posts.

NFYFC’s Defra Grant
NFYFC has been a recipient of Defra grant funding to help develop and innovate
pilot projects, training and events for current and future YFC members.
The yearly application for financial support from Defra complements the strategic priorities of Defra’s Business
Plan, to develop a world leading food and farming industry, a thriving rural economy and a cleaner, healthier
environment. It also contributes to Defra’s work to develop a long term food and farming plan and a new
agricultural policy post EU-Exit.
The grant funding helps to meet NFYFC’s key strategic aims of advancing education and knowledge of agriculture
and promoting British food through the YFC membership. The 2017/18 programme focuses on:
• Providing the next generation of farmers with the skills for a secure future
• Supporting young people to boost the British brand.

Your AGRI Forum is the first event in the new grant year and followed by regional ‘considerations for a British
agricultural policy’ discussion groups. They’ll be more projects and events advertised throughout the year, so
make sure your make the most of opportunities for your future.
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Farm Safety Partnership
While UK farmers are among the best in the world, farming remains one of our country’s
most hazardous industries; accounting for 1.5% of workers but 15-20% of all worker
fatalities (HSE).
27 farm workers lost their lives in the workplace in 2015/2016 according to the latest HSE
Fatal Injuries in Agriculture report. This may be less than the previous year but there are
still 27 families and communities mourning the loss of a loved one and we want this to
stop.
Our NFYFC Chair Ed Ford whole-heartedly supports the Farm Safety Foundation, an
award-winning charity dedicated to raising awareness of farm safety among young
farmers. Championed by the NFYFC Youth Forum, see if you can support the Yellow
Wellies campaign and spread the farm safety message whenever and wherever you can.
Chairman: Harriet Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk

AGRI Contacts

Vice Chairman: James Hutchinson South East
Adam Churchman
jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk
Adam.churchman@stfc.ac.uk
Ex-officio: Sam Dilcock
Ben Robinson
samdilcock@sdfarming.co.uk
Ben.robinson@kingsfarm.co.uk

Fresh Start Land Enterprise Reps
Russell Carrington
Russell.carrington@hotmail.co.uk
Caroline Trude
Caroline_trude@hotmail.co.uk

Area Representatives:
East Midlands
Tom Wells
Tom.wells@coskillsfarm.co.uk
Kate Wainwright
Kate_wainwright@hotmail.com

South West
Claire Bellew
Claire_bellew@hotmail.com
James Hutchinson
jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk

Eastern
Elizabeth Duchesne
Beth_duchesne@hotmail.co.uk
Gerald Norman
stalbansyoungfarmers@mail.com

Wales
Dafydd Jones
dtjonescaer@hotmail.co.uk
Caryl Hughes
carylhughes26@hotmail.co.uk

Co-Options to AGRI Steering Group
Richard Bower
richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk
Charlotte Middlebrook
charlottemiddlebrook@yahoo.co.uk
James Evans
jamesevans1@hotmail.co.uk

Northern
Cameron Shell
camboshell@hotmail.com
Richard Carruthers
rickyc93@hotmail.com

West Midlands
Harriet Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk
David Goodwin
david@costowfarms.co.uk

NFYFC Agriculture and Rural
Issues
Sarah Palmer
Sarah.Palmer@nfyfc.org.uk
02476 857213

NFU Next Generation Forum Rep
Richard Bower
richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk

If you would like to raise any AGRI matters with the steering group or would like further
information, please contact your Area reps or NFYFC

