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Message from Kuhn, AGRI Sponsor
As spring fast approaches we are getting ready for another busy fertiliser spreader
season here at KUHN UK. Calibration is key when applying fertiliser! KUHN has
developed tools to help farmers set up their machines correctly for a variety of
products. You can check out our SPREADSET APP here and this is available to
download on the app store or Google Play.
If you have YFC news for KUHN TV, there are screens in every dealership to display
news and activities to our customers. Make sure you send details of your events,
training, fundraising success or community projects to sarah.palmer@nfyfc.org.uk
We love to hear what YFC clubs and counties are doing and so do our customers! So
don’t forget, KUHN TV is another channel for your YFC communication and it’s free!

Issue #6
Kind regards, Siân Pritchard
Winter
2017
KUHN
FARM MACHINERY

AGRI sponsored by:
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Welcome
I certainly didn’t think I would
ever be writing an introduction
to the AGRI newsletter as an
NFYFC steering group
chairman!
Having been involved with
AGRI - representing the
West Midlands and
Staffordshire - for many
years now, it is something I am extremely
passionate about. So I am really looking
forward to the year ahead!
Agriculture and rural issues remain at the
very core of the YFC organisation, and we
have the most life-changing years ahead of
us during Brexit.
I am a proud member of Eccleshall YFC in
Staffordshire.
My
background
is
predominantly livestock, and I live with my
family on our beef and sheep farm near
Stafford. I gained my degree in Agri-Food
Marketing and Business Studies at Harper
Adams University, completing a placement
year with McDonald’s and a summer
placement with Sainsbury’s. Following
graduation in 2014, I secured a job within the
Co-op’s agriculture team and now work as
their Senior Agricultural Manager covering
dairy and horticulture. I feel very lucky to work
with such passionate and progressive young
farmers in my job as well as through YFC.
At our ‘Agri-Link’ event on 25 March at
KUHN, Telford, we aim to set the key
priorities for the AGRI steering group. I think
that this is so important for us to agree this
together – so that we are clear where we
need to allocate resource and get the most
out of our meetings- but ensure that we are
fully-representing the views of young farmers
across England and Wales. Therefore I am
looking forward to working with you all to
ensure those views are heard across the
industry, British public and government alike.
Harriet Wilson, NFYFC AGRI Chair 2017/18
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DIARY DATES
7 MARCH
Supply Chain Training
University of Warwick
25 MARCH
AGRI Link Event, 9.30 am-12.30 pm
KUHN, Telford
22 APRIL
AGRI Forum, 11.00am
Riviera Centre, Torquay

Calling all Members!
AGRI Link Event – 25 March
We invite all county agri representatives and members with
an interest in agriculture and rural affairs to join us on
Saturday morning, 25 March. This is an opportunity to get
together, discuss issues and plan events for the year. With
so much going on we want to set down our priorities and we
want your input!
For part of the morning we will be joined by Savills to talk
through the NFYFC/Savills Smart Farming guide and plan the
launch at the AGRI Forum. This is a useful guide for YFC
rural or farm business development competitions as well as
everything you need to know about agri-business.
The AGRI steering group is delighted to hold this new event
at KUHN’s Telford headquarters where everyone will receive
a very warm welcome. Lunch will also be provided.
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CEJA Update

European Council of Young Farmers
The AGRI steering group discussed their thoughts at
length on continued involvement with CEJA postBrexit and the need for active CEJA representatives.
A proposal was agreed and put to NFYFC Council to
approve.
Council unanimously agreed to approve the AGRI
recommendation ‘that it is vital to continue NFYFC’s
joint membership of CEJA (with the NFU Next
Generation Forum) for two years after Article 50 is
triggered and then reassess our position’.
Richard Bower, NFU Next Generation Forum Chair
and CEJA representative, confirmed verbally NFU’s
intention to continue the joint membership of CEJA.

Farm Safety
Coming into contact with overhead or underground
electricity cables can be fatal. Before you start work
take time to ‘Work Safe – Think Electricity’.
Tiredness, long working days and warm weather can
often lead us to make, or take, shortcuts when we are
at work. Following top safety tips BEFORE you start
working can keep you safe . Find advice from UK
Power Networks delivering electricity to the East of
England, London & the SE.

AGRI has increased its pool of CEJA representatives
and Wales YFC’s James Evans has taken up the
baton of sharing YFC views at the February working
group meeting. You can visit the AGRI steering
group webpage to find out who your new office
holders, CEJA and industry reps are and keep in
touch with feedback from your YFC members, public
and government alike.

What is next for CEJA & NFYFC?
Newly-elected CEJA rep James Evans (Wales
YFC) travelled to Brussels with Richard Bower on
27 Feb for input to discussion and approval of the
CEJA position paper on Rural Development. This
meeting built on the following points identified from
the Cork 2 Declaration:
• Start-up aid
• Land Mobility Scheme and succession planning
• Knowledge transfer
• Empowering rural area infrastructures
• Farmer wellbeing
• Farm assistance
• Producer organisations
Look out for the latest reports on the NFYFC AGRI
news page.

Work safe – Stay safe – Go home safe
Do you know where the overhead electricity power lines and underground electricity cables are?
• Have UK Power Networks been contacted for copies of plans & has this information been highlighted on the farm map?
• Have all visitors, contractors or casual workers been informed about the presence of electricity cables and lines?
• Look up & around before loading or unloading vehicles, using tipper wagons or trailers in fields, or stacking materials.
• Be extra careful when ploughing, using irrigation pipes, ladders and combine harvesters. Electricity can jump gaps.
• Visit UK Power Networks for downloadable safety information, films and to request Look Up Look Out vehicle stickers.
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MAKING OUR MARK

Speakers:

AGRI FORUM 2017

The big guns are coming to Torquay in April to share some savvy marketing advice and
listen to your wish-list for a post-Brexit future.
Whether you’re a foodie, a farmer, a student or a start-up, knowing how to market
yourself, your business or your ideas has to be top of your must-do list! There’s an open
invitation to join industry experts who walk the talk in business, in person and who want
to challenge, chew the fat and help champion your future.

When: Saturday, 22 April
Time: 11.00am - free bacon rolls & exhibits
11:30am - AGRI forum begins
1pm - Future British agricultural policy discussion
Where: Torquay Riviera Convention Centre.

Guy Smith

Jane King
AHDB CEO

Alexia Robinson
Founder of British Food
Fortnight

NFU Vice President Guy Smith will join Harriet and NFU Next
Generation Chair Richard Bower to lead the second discussion group
to help feed your thoughts into a future British agricultural policy.

NFU Vice-President

Simon Haley
Agri-consultant & co-founder
of #AgriChat

NFU Livestock for young people

Succession

In this current trading climate and Brexit coming ever closer, it’s
never been more important to ensure young people’s voices are
heard in the future of livestock policy. The NFU hopes to
demonstrate the variety and breadth of work undertaken for the
livestock sector through a new partnership opportunity.

If you’ve watched the AGRI succession videos
featuring Siân Bushell in conversation with
Sam Dilcock, you might be interested in some
future training opportunities.
Siân is offering a family business meeting
facilitation two-module course, 23-25 May
and 14-15 June. The course is based on
training developed in Australia by Lyn Sykes
and Karen Harper and delivered at a suitable
location for participants.
If you’d like to find out more information or just
discuss further, you can contact Sian bushellsian@gmail.com

Getting involved would mean contributing to discussions,
shadowing NFU advisers or joining industry and government
meetings. If this all floats your boat, next stop is an invitation to
sit on the Young Person’s Livestock Board and help shape
future NFU policy. If you’re interested in getting involved please
contact Tom.Dracup@nfu.org.uk to find out more details and
give it a go!
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NatWest and RBS Report Launch
NatWest and the Royal Bank of Scotland released a
report in January revealing that millennial farmers are
facing serious, unnecessary challenges impacting the
entire industry.
Harvesting the future for young farmers is based on a
landmark study of over 500 young and potential new
entrant farmers in Britain combined with insight and
analysis of the future farming economic scenarios in
the UK. The report calls for a more joined-up, cross
government, farming sector and finance framework to
ensure this economic potential doesn’t remain
untapped.
This report complements the NFYFC post-Brexit survey
undertaken on behalf of YFC members last year and
results were acknowledged in the NatWest report.

Chairman Harriet Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk

Rural England
We’re busy making plans to do more work with Rural
England and the Rural Services Network. News has
already been featured by both organisations on YFC
projects and activity and there’s an open invitation to
send news of rural community projects or feedback on
your local rural issues so that you can share your
experiences with a wider rural network.
Plans are underway to scope future research on rural
issues that affect YFC members and young people living
in rural areas. If you have points of particular concern
such as transport, affordable housing, local community
services or just great ideas to do things differently, do let
us all know. With the big changes in future policy ahead,
don’t forget all the rural issues that need pushing up to
the top of the agenda!

AGRI Contacts

Vice Chairman James Hutchinson South East
Adam Churchman
jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk
Adam.churchman@stfc.ac.uk
Ex-officio Sam Dilcock
Ben Robinson
samdilcock@sdfarming.co.uk
Ben.robinson@kingsfarm.co.uk

Fresh Start Land Enterprise Reps
Russell Carrington
Russell.carrington@hotmail.co.uk
Caroline Trude
Caroline_trude@hotmail.co.uk

Area Representatives:
East Midlands
Tom Wells
Tom.wells@coskillsfarm.co.uk
Kate Wainwright
Kate_wainwright@hotmail.com

South West
Claire Bellew
Claire_bellew@hotmail.com
James Hutchinson
jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk

Eastern
Elizabeth Duchesne
Beth_duchesne@hotmail.co.uk
Gerald Norman
stalbansyoungfarmers@mail.com

Wales
Dafydd Jones
dtjonescaer@hotmail.co.uk
Caryl Hughes
carylhughes26@hotmail.co.uk

Co-Options to AGRI Steering Group
Richard Bower
richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk
Charlotte Middlebrook
charlottemiddlebrook@yahoo.co.uk
James Evans
jamesevans1@hotmail.co.uk

Northern
Cameron Shell
camboshell@hotmail.com
Richard Carruthers
rickyc93@hotmail.com

West Midlands
Harriet Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk
David Goodwin
david@costowfarms.co.uk

NFYFC Agriculture and Rural
Issues
Sarah Palmer
Sarah.Palmer@nfyfc.org.uk
02476 857213

NFU Next Generation Forum Rep
Richard Bower
richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk

If you would like to raise any AGRI matters with the steering group or would like any
information please contact your Area reps or NFYFC

