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Walk the Wool Chain,
Feb 28
•
Supply Chain training,
March 7

A message from AGRI Chair, Sam Dilcock
Hello everyone, I travelled to London and met up with Chris Manley, Ed
Ford and Lynsey Martin so that we could share your views with Farming
Minister George Eustice. Having the chance to discuss young people’s
concerns and opinions was absolutely fantastic. It helped us all better
understand each other and work collaboratively towards the best
possible outcome. We are all very proud to represent such a forward
thinking and innovative generation.
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Winners’ trip to KUHN
Winners of the new Dream
Machine competition enjoyed
an all expenses-paid trip to
KUHN’s French headquarters
and manufacturing site in
Saverne.
The October trip involved
presenting Young Farmers’
design concepts to the
company’s head designers.
Everyone enjoyed an insightful
tour of the KUHN factory and
observed how thoroughly
every piece of equipment is
tested.
Look out for future Dream
Machine competition
opportunities, events and
study tours.

KUHN is a proud sponsor of YFC AGRI
If you have YFC news for KUHN TV, there are screens in every dealership to
display news and activities to our customers. Make sure you send details of
your events, training, fundraising success or community projects to
sarah.palmer@nfyfc.org.uk
We love to hear what YFC clubs and counties are doing and so do our
customers! So don’t forget, KUHN TV is another channel for your YFC
communication and it’s free.
Kind regards, Siân Pritchard
KUHN FARM MACHINERY
`
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Rural Services Network
NFYFC is a member of the Rural
Services Network (RSN) to
keep up to date with rural
opportunities for young
farmers, including available
funding.
The RSN:
• Makes representations on
issues affecting rural services
• Promotes active networking
between service providers
across all sectors
• Establishes and broadcasts
rural best practice
• Promotes debate and
interaction between agencies
and sectors across many areas
of joint interest. Examples
include rural crime, rural
housing, broadband provision
and rural health.

How Can RSN Help YFCs?
As part of the organisation's membership, NFYFC receives a monthly bulletin,
which highlights new opportunities and these will be shared with members.
RSN works under a number of separate groupings and subject specific alliances
and each works slightly differently. Overall the network comprises around 150
Local Authorities and over 100 non Local Authority service providers in both
the public and private sector.
This month’s Rural Opportunities Bulletin shares news on a wealth of rural
funding and grant opportunities, some of which will be relevant for YFCs. For
more information you can read the bulletin here.
The Network is unique in Europe. It fosters constructive debate on all English
rural service issues, encouraging best practice and active engagement by all
with rural issues.
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November Working
Group
Alastair Wilson, a member of the
NFU’s Next Generation Forum
and November’s NFYFC CEJA
representative, took young
farmers’ views to a working
group meeting at Massey
Ferguson Manufacturing in
Breganze, Italy.
European young farmers met and
discussed the organisation’s
future position on environment,
risk management tools and
insurance. This was Alastair’s first
experience of a CEJA meeting and
you can read an exert of his
report which is featured on the
NFYFC website.
(CEJA membership is split
between NFYFC and NFU’s Next
Generation Forum.)

Spreading the CEJA message
Alastair Wilson is a farmer and vegetable grower from the North West whose
family farm business, T Wilson and Sons (Farmers) Ltd, supplies major
supermarkets and catering outlets.
Alastair travelled to Italy so that he could gauge how his European farming
colleagues were dealing with issues; how they viewed different topics and
what they believe to be the best way of promoting the future of farming.
Talking with ‘a great bunch’ of fellow Europeans allowed knowledge transfer to
flow freely.
Alastair was a delegate at the NFYFC ‘Know Your Future Market’ forum in
October and thought it was a really good day that offered a great spread of
speakers and topics. He said: “It’s interesting to see how people in agriculture
deal with different things, what they see as opportunities and threats, their
current markets and future trends. This helped me at CEJA when I spoke with
fellow young farmers who had different farming interests from my own.”
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New farming events
for YFC members
Next year will see the launch of
two Defra-funded projects that
have been developed with
partners to help YFC members
with their club, career and agribusiness decisions.
Whether you’re thinking of
devising a YFC club or county
business development
competition, or considering
what future steps to take in
your business career, the
Savills Smart Farming guide
will be a source of inspiration
and information.

Innovation and adaptation is a
must for today’s successful
businesses and YFCs.

Understand supply chains and forge your own future
If you were at this year’s NFYFC AGRI Forum in Blackpool, you’ll remember
listening to supply chain expert Professor Jan Godsell. Since then, funding has
been secured from Defra and we’re ready to run not only a pilot training
session, but also a chance for those who attend to help in developing a future
online global training module.
Professor Godsell has advised: “The industry is on the cusp of change. It is
increasingly recognised that an end-to-end supply chain approach is required
so that food can be supplied at lowest possible cost, with minimum waste,
ensuring a fair return to all. It’s essential that all young farmers have an
understanding of supply chains and the types of business models they can
adopt to remain competitive.”
If you are considering your future career, starting up an agricultural or rural
business or running one already – put March 7, 2017 in your diary and look out
for further details.
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HOPS Labour Solutions
NFYFC’s commercial arm HOPS Labour Solutions - is a
former Seasonal Agricultural
Workers Scheme (SAWS)
operator. HOPS is a leading
agricultural & horticultural
specialist in recruitment and
seasonal labour for UK farms.
Wholly owned by the National
Federation of Young Farmers’
Clubs (NFYFC), profits are
invested back into the
federation.
HOPS provides cost effective
recruitment services for
agricultural and horticultural
industries, from general farm
jobs or picking through to
senior executive management
positions.

More opportunities for young farmers and HOPS?
As well as providing recruitment opportunities, HOPS Labour Solutions HOPS
also offers a ‘matching service’ for young people exploring apprenticeship
opportunities in the agriculture, horticulture and food industries
Working with FE colleges and young people, HOPS helps to indentify future
career opportunities and solutions. This was highlighted at the AG Careers Live
event in November where delegates heard the NFYFC Chair highlight the work
of both organisations.
“We welcome enquiries from the industry as well as those wanting to find a
position or apprenticeship information. I look forward to meeting many more
YFC members at NFYFC events,” says Carly-Ann Goodridge-Smith, HOPS’
Recruitment & Marketing Co-ordinator.
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Post-Brexit Survey
Although results of the NFYFC
post-Brexit survey were shared
with Defra and industry, this is
just the start of a long
consultation process.
The survey will remain open to
continue capturing the
thoughts and concerns of YFC
members. The‘young farmer’
perspective has been widely
reported, so let’s have more of
the same.
There will be plenty of
opportunities in 2017 to get
involved in rural and
agricultural discussions about
future post-Brexit policy – why
not have one in your county or
club?

Taking your message to the Minister
Young Farmers ensured their views would be considered as part of any future
British Agricultural Policy when they met with the Farming Minister George
Eustice in November.
A meeting was arranged for NFYFC office holders with Defra to discuss the
findings from the Federation’s post-Brexit survey. Additional input and
opinions had also been gathered from the ‘Know Your Future Market’ forum
held by NFYFC in October.

The Defra meeting was an insightful trip to the capital and a chance to
highlight what young farmers would like to see in a future British Agricultural
Policy.
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Career Opportunities?
2016 saw a new careers event
launched for anyone
considering or developing a
career within the agricultural
and food industries.
A great turnout flocked to the
Ricoh arena in Coventry and
NFYFC Chair Chris Manley gave
the first presentation of the
day.
“I was really proud to be able
to talk about my career path
from family farm, YFC and
university, right through to my
current job as an agricultural
manager. I was delighted to
share my personal and
professional development at
the mentors’ corner.”

FW AG Careers Live
Hundreds of people gathered at Farmers Weekly’s AG Careers Live event on
November 10 at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry. Visitors included school pupils,
university and college students and graduates, as well as people already
working in the industry looking for a new challenge.
There were over 40 exhibitors to speak to, two theatres with packed seminar
programmes, the Mentors Corner where Chris Manley and a variety of
industry experts spoke to visitors, the CV Clinic and the Jobs Wall.
It was a great event for exploring future career opportunities and highlighting
the great work of YFCs.
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Precision Beef Event
Join beef farmer Adam
Quinney, Giles Blatchford –
Head of Farm Economics at
AHDB and Richard Lloyd –
Precision Livestock Manager at
Innovation for Agriculture for
on-farm demonstrations and
presentations on how
understanding and using data
is essential for profitable beef
production.
The event is on December 7,
10.30am - 2.30pm
(Lunch provided)
Reins Farm, Oak Tree Lane,
Sambourne, Redditch, B96 6EX
FREE to attend but places are
limited. Booking
essential: www.ifabeef.eventbrite.co.uk

Post Office Consultation
A current consultation recognises the importance people place on being able
to access their local Post Office branch and the significant value that post
offices bring to communities.
Why is there a consultation? The Government committed in its manifesto to
secure the future of 3,000 rural post offices.
You might have a gem of an idea that could help support this vital network in
your community, so if you can spare a few moments check out further details
on the NFYFC website. Any comments, evidence, suggestions welcome, just
email to sarah.palmer@nfyfc.org.uk

#YFCAGRI NEWS

AGRI Contacts
Chairman
Sam Dilcock
samdilcock@sdfarming.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Harriet Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk

South East
Colin Poore
Colin.poore88@googlemail.com
Lynsey Martin (Ex-officio) LEAF Rep
Lynseymartin88@googlemail.com

Co-Options to AGRI Steering Group

South West
Claire Bellew
Claire_bellew@hotmail.com
James Hutchinson
NFU Rep
jimbohutchinson@hotmail.co.uk

Jock Muirhead
jockmuirhead1@hotmail.co.uk

East Midlands
Alistair Twell
Alistair.twell@hotmail.co.uk
William Wright
william.james.wright@hotmail.co.uk

Wales
CEJA Rep
Catherine Bennett
cathbennett2008@hotmail.co.uk
Carys Vaughan
carysvaughan@aol.com

Eastern
Gerald Norman
stalbansyoungfarmers@mail.com
Edward Ford
ef@childerditch.com

West Midlands
Harriett Wilson
harrietwilson1@live.co.uk
Fay Thomas
faythomas999@hotmail.co.uk

Northern
Sam Dilcock
Richard Carruthers
rickyc93@hotmail.com

Fresh Start Land Enterprise Reps
Russell Carrington
Russell.carrington@hotmail.co.uk
Caroline Trude
Caroline_trude@hotmail.co.uk

Area Representatives:

Charlotte Johnston
CEJA Rep
stonio_j@hotmail.com

Charlotte Middlebrook
charlottemiddlebrook@yahoo.co.uk
Tom Wells
CEJA and CLA Rep
tom.wells@coskillsfarm.co.uk
Rebecca Heal
TRIG Rep
beckyhammett@hotmail.com
Richard Bower
NFU Next Generation and CEJA Rep
richard@lowerdraytonfarm.co.uk
NFYFC Agriculture and Rural Issues Officer
Sarah Palmer
Sarah.Palmer@nfyfc.org.uk
02476 857213
If you would like to raise any AGRI matters with the
steering group or would like any information please
contact your Area reps or the AGRI Officer.

